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# 223, # 225 W. Joppa Rd.

The 200 block of W. Joppa Rd. exists within a neighborhood that is
particularly rich in 19th snd 20th century architecture. It is a tran-
sitional zone between the commerciszl and strictly residential areas of
Towson and one finds a mixture of both residences and offices in these
houses. This building is one of those which has been converted into
offices but it has not lost its original character.

That the duplex house has had an ongoing importaence in Towson is
proven by this turn-of-the-century building. The exterior feastures a
porch, brown wooden shingles and spindle-type hood brackets, all of which
give it a Victorian flavor.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Although it is described as a single structure, this two story
frame duplex is divided into two longitudinally oriented houses. The
shingled sides extend four bays in width and five bays in depth, and are
topped by a gable-end roof. The foundstion is beveléd formstone block.

The gable end of the north facade, or main facade, assumes the
appearance of a pediment vented by a pair of 1/1 sash windows. The
deep eaves have tongue-and=-groove soffit.

Two pair of steps consisting of six treaders and seven risers lead
to a full porch which extends the first story to the north, is enclosed
and divided by a shingled railing, and is supported by formstone piers.
The roof, which has a sky blue tongue=-and-groove ceiling, is supported
by doric columns.

Bach half of thz building has 2 pair of 1/1 sash windows on the second
story. Entrance doors occupy the inner bays of the first story and a
pair of 1/1 sash windows occupy the outer bays.

The northernmost bay of the west facade is nearly windowless,
however there is a cellar entrance. There are two 1/1 sssh occupying
the central bays of both stories:and a single 1/2 sash occupies the southern
bay. The central and southern bays are divided by an interior flue .-
chimney which exits the roof in the form of a rock-face formstone cap
nine blocks high.

The south facade displays a regular fenestration. The first story
is covered by & full porch, the center 1/3 of which is enclosed for a pantry
space. The outer thirds are open but covered with a shed roof with g
tongue~and-groove ceiling and enclosed with paneled railing. The tongue-
and-groove flooring of the porch itself is reached by three wooden
steps, md is supported by formstone piers.

The east facade is unlike the west in two ways, First, there
exists s 1/1 sash window in the northern bay and second, the cellsr
entrance is covered by a hipped-roof hood.. with spindled brackets
suggesting tracery. This roof is supported by thin columns and the
tongue-and-groove ceiling is painted blue, There is evidence that a
roof of this nature existed on the west facade as well.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGN!IFICANCE

The 200 block of W. Joppa Rd. exists within a neighborhood that is

particularly rich in 19th and 20th century srchitecture.

it is a tran-

sitional zone between the commercial and strictly residential areas of
Towson and one finds a mixture of both residences and offices in these
houses, This building is one of those which has been converted into
offices but it has not lost its original character.
That the duplex house has had an ongoing importance in Towson is
The exterior festures a

o

give it a Victorian flavor,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

proven by this turn-~of-the-century building.
porch, brown wooden shingles and spindle-type hood brackets, all of which
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
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TITLE SEARCH for # 223 W. Joppa Rd.

Liber 5716, Folio 501 January 12, 1977
Grantor: Dorothy L. Cross Sadler & husband Roy L. Sadler
Grantee: Joan M. Dance

"Beginning...southwest side of Joppa Rd...East 24.33'...
at a point in line with center of partition wall between house
erected on lot...adjoining on the West...Bast 25.67'...Two following
courses and distances viz: West 93.89'...West 22.80' to point in
line with partition wall...East and through center of wall...l05.80'...
beginning...known as # 223 W. Joppa Rd."

Liber 5578, Folio 913 October 23, 1975
Grantor: Dorothy L. Cross Sadler
Grentee: Dorothy L. Cross Sadler & husband Roy L. Sadler

Liber 5549, Folio 6LL July 17, 1975
Grentor: Jessie A, Cross
Grantee: Jessie A. Cross & Dorothy L. Cross Sadler (Jessie Cross died Sept. 17, 1975)

Liber 3023, Folio 280 September 21, 1956
Grantor: Joseph E. Sadler & Marie A. Sadler
Grantee: Jessie A, Cross

Liber 1521, Folio 101 September 21, 1956
Grantor: Amands D. Reese '
Grantee: Jessie A4, Cross Et. al.

Liber 621, Folio LL7 September 23, 1925
Grantor: James A, McGuire & wife
Grantee: Mary M. Reese et. al.

Liber 612, Folio 511 June 7, 1925
Grantors Sarah E. O'Dell et, al.
Grantee: James A. McGuire & wife

Restrictions: 1) That the house to be erected on szid lot shall
be at least 25' from the south side of Joppa Rd.
2) That no house shall be erected upon said lot
costing less than $ 5,000.

"Beginning...on west side of a 20' alley...West 90!'.,.East 117' on
the south side of Joppa Rd....Bast 101'7".,.West 70'...beginning."
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Liber 232, Folio 571 June 1, 1898

Grantor:
Grantee:

Home Permanent Mutual Land and Building Associstion of Balto. Co,.
Sarsh E., 0'Dell
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TITLE SEARCH for # 225 W. Joppa Rd.

Liber 5598, Folio 370 December 30, 1975

- Grantor: Lillisn C. Harimen, Representive of Estate of Gertrude L. Croghan

Grantee: H. Stephens Dance

#Beginning...southwest side of Joppa Rd....West 24.33' to a point
in line with the center of the partition wsll between the house erected...
on the lot adjoining on the east...West...through the center of said wall...
105.81'...two...courses 3 nd distances viz:...West 22.21' to a stone and...
East 117.08' to place of beginning known as 225 W. Joppa Rd."

Gertrude departed intestate and Letters of Administration were granted
to Lillain C. Hartman by the Orphans' Court of Baltimore County June 6, 1975
Estate Docket JLD 37/281 (File No. 37036).

Liber 3102, Folio 151 February 8, 1957
Grantor: Marguerite G, Lloyd
Grantee: Gertrude L. Croghan & John J.Croghan, Jr.

Liber 3102, Folio 150 February 8, 1957
Granior: Gertrude L. Croghan
Grantee: Marguerite G. Lloyd

Liber 1519, Folio 122 October 28, 1946
Grantor: Amanda D. Reege
Grantee: (ertrude L. Croghan

Liber 621, Folio 447 September 23, 1925
Grentor: James A. McGuire & wife
Grantee: Mary M. Reese et. al.

Y...80uth side of Joppa Rd. at the end of the second line of...1lot
deed dasted June 2, 1925,..WPC 612/511...part of the third line of said
deed 50'...Southerly Sh'...West 90'...Westerly L5' to end of said line...
Northerly...ll7'..."

Liber 612, Folio 511 June 7, 1925
Grantor: Sarah E. 0'Dell et, 3sl.
Grantee: James A. McOuire & wife

Restrictionss

1) That the house to be erected on Said lot shall be at least
25' from the south side of Joppa Rd.

2) That nc house shall be erected upon said lot costing less
than $5,000,

"Beginning...point on west side of a 20' alley also at the end of
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third line of the whole lot of ground...dated June 1, 1898...
232/571...West 90',..East 117' on the south side of Joppz Rd....
East 101'7" to west side of alley West 70' to place of beginning."

Liber 232, Folio 571 June 1, 1898
Grentor: Home Permenent Mutusl Land & Building Association of Baltimore County
Grantee: Sarah E. 0'Dell et.al.
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